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Swedish court prohibits Booking.com from  
applying best price clauses 
The Swedish Patent and Markets Court in Stockholm ruled today in first 
instance that rate parity clauses of online booking portals violate existing 
competition law in Sweden (case PMT 13013-16). In autumn 2016, the 
Swedish hotel association VISITA filed an action against Booking.com's 
best price clauses with the competent court (Patent- och Marknads-
domstolen), after the Swedish Cartel Office, in a concerted action with the 
French and Italian competition authorities, had previously classified so-
called "narrow" best price clauses as admissible and had not objected to 
them. 

The ruling will come into force in three months’ time. Booking.com can still file 
an appeal within three weeks, which might be decided legally binding next year. 
In detail, the Swedish Patents and Markets Court ruled as follows: 

1. Booking.com may no longer claim rate parity from hotels; 

2. Booking.com must refrain from obtaining rate parity from hotels by lower 
commission rates or other incentives/sanctions; 

3. Booking.com must inform its hotel partners in their contracts about these 
conditions. 

 
"Following yesterday's decision by the Belgian parliament, parity clauses are  
already banned in five European countries", Markus Luthe, CEO of the German 
Hotel Association (IHA), gives an overview of current developments. "After 
Germany (by decisions of the Federal Cartel Office in 2013 and 2015), France 
(by law 2015), Austria (by law 2017), Italy (by law 2017) and Belgium (by law 
2018), Sweden would thus be the sixth country if today's judgment of the  
Swedish Patents and Markets Court comes into force. 
 
 
 
About the German Hotel Association (IHA) 

The German Hotel Association (IHA) is the association for the hotel industry in Germany. Its 
members include around 1,300 hotels from all categories of individual, chain and cooperation  
hotels. The IHA represents the interests of the hotel industry in Germany and Europe vis-à-vis 
politics and the public and offers numerous hotel specific services. The abbreviation "IHA" stands 
for the former German section of the International Hotel Association. 
 

http://news.cision.com/se/visita---svensk-besoksnaring/r/en-dom-som-gynnar-konsumenten,c2575042
http://www.stockholmstingsratt.se/Funktioner/English/The-Swedish-courts/Patent-and-Market-Courts/
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