Brussels, 20 March 2017

Statement on visa-reciprocity by the European Tourism stakeholders
Introducing a visa requirement for US nationals will impact Europe’s competitiveness
On 2nd March the European Parliament adopted a Resolution calling on the European Commission to take measures
temporarily reintroducing visa requirements for US citizens, given that the US still does not grant visa-free access to
nationals of five EU countries, notably Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Poland and Romania.
The undersigned stakeholders, representing the wider European tourism sector and stakeholders with an interest in
tourism share serious concerns regarding the introduction of a visa requirement for US nationals.
We fully understand and value the visa waiver reciprocity mechanism embedded in European legislation to ensure
that all nationals of Member States part of Schengen can benefit on equal terms from exemption of visa
requirement.
Therefore, we are very concerned about the economic and political impact of a suspension of visa waiver for US
nationals.
US travellers contribute substantially to the European economy. Currently, travellers from the US account for the
largest percentage of all extra-European arrivals. European destinations have seen visitor numbers from the US
grow, with arrivals from the market reaching 27.5 million tourists[1]. US visitors spent more than $54 billion[2] during
their stay in 2014.
Making it more difficult for US citizens to travel to Europe will deprive the European travel and tourism sector of
essential revenue, and put thousands of European jobs at stake in one of the few sectors which experiences a strong
growth in employment. This would be contradicting with the European Commission’s agenda for growth and jobs.
Suspending the visa waiver for the US citizens would also have a substantial impact on the EU's external relations
with the US and would very likely lead to significantly negative impacts for the EU without bringing full visa
reciprocity for all EU citizens. Suspending the visa waiver would rather deteriorate than improve situation for
citizens and businesses on both sides of the Atlantic.
With this in view, we call on the European institutions to continue further talks with the US administration to
gradually lift visa requirements for the remaining EU nationals. Before any legislative initiative to lift the visa
waiver for US nationals proceeds further, a thorough economic and political impact assessment should first be
completed and considered.

Background

In April 2014, the European Commission was notified that five countries were not meeting their obligations towards
the EU with regard to reciprocity of visa-free travel: Australia, Brunei, Canada, Japan and the US. Australia, Brunei
and Japan have since lifted their visa requirements for all EU citizens and Canada will do so in December this year.
However, citizens of Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Poland and Romania still cannot enter US territory without a visa,
while US citizens can travel to all EU countries visa-free.
According to the visa reciprocity mechanism embedded in EU legislation, if a third country does not lift its visa
requirements within 24 months of being notified of non-reciprocity, the EU Commission must adopt a delegated act
- to which both Parliament and the Council may object - suspending the visa waiver for its nationals for 12 months.
The EP adopted a Resolution on 2nd March calling on the European Commission to comply with its obligation to
adopt a delegated act suspending the visa waiver for US nationals.

[1] Source: Tourism Economics. European Tourism In 2016: Trends & Prospects Quarterly Report (Q4/2016).
[2] Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, National Travel and Tourism Office from the Bureau of Economic Analysis, October 2015

List of signing organisations/ associations


ACI EUROPE (Airports Council International)



Amadeus (Multinational IT Provider for the Global Travel and Tourism Industry)



CLIA (Cruise Lines International Association)



Confturismo (Unified Grouping of National Organisations Representing Enterprises and Professions in Tourism)



EAAM (European Association of Aquatic Mammals)



EARTH (European Alliance for Responsible Tourism and Hospitality)



ECF (European Cyclists' Federation)



ECTAA (The European Travel Agents' and Tour Operators' Association)



ECTN (European Cultural Tourism Network)



EDEN (European Destinations of Excellence)



EFCO & HPA (European Federation of Campingsite Organisations and Holiday Park Associations)



EFFAT (European Federation of Food, Agriculture and Tourism Trade Unions)



EGWA (European Greenways Association)



ENAT (European Network for Accessible Tourism)



ERF (European Road Union Federation)



ESPA (European Spas Association)



ETAG (European Travel and Tourism Advisory Group)



ETC (European Travel Commission)
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ETF (European Transport Workers' Federation)



ETLC (European Trade Union Liaison Committee on Tourism)



ETOA (European Tourism Association)



ETTSA (European Technology and Travel Services Association)



EUFED (European Union Federation of Youth Hostel Associations)



Eurail Group (The Organization Marketing and Managing the Eurail Pass)



Euro Disney S.C.A. (Operator of Disneyland® Paris)



EuroGites (European Federation of Rural Tourism)



Europa Nostra (The Voice of Cultural Heritage in Europe)



European Boating Industry (Organization Representing the Interests of the European Leisure Marine Industry)



Federturismo Confindustria (National Travel and Tourism Federation)



FEG (European Federation of Tourist Guide Associations)



FEST (Foundation for European Sustainable Tourism)



Global Blue (Tourism Shopping Tax Refund Company)



HOTREC (Hotels, Restaurants and Cafés in Europe)



IAAPA (Association of Amusement Parks and Attractions)



IRU (International Road Transport Union)



ISTO (International Social Tourism Organisation)



NECSTouR (Network of European Regions for Sustainable and Competitive Tourism)



OTIE (Observatory on Tourism in the European Islands)



Pearle*-Live Performance Europe (representing Music and Performing Arts Organisations)



Tourism Society Europa (Membership Body for People Working in all Sectors of the Visitor Economy)



UNI Europa (European Trade Union Federation for Service Workers)
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